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effect in India, both among Europeans and Natives. Speculation
became rife as to whether Canning would resign in consequence;
but sympathy was generally felt for him when this fresh
embarrassment was piled upon his already oppressive load of
care. It soon became understood, however, that he would not
quit his post for any reason of this sort, and having piloted the
ship so far would persevere till the harbour should be reached.
Then news came from England to the effect that there would
be no interference with the policy already announced by the
Governor-General respecting Oudh.

The proclamation answered its object, and most of the land-
owners of Oudh having duly submitted and presented them-
selves, were acknowledged ,by the Government as being in full
possession of all their rights. Afterwards, in January* 1859,
Canning proceeded to Lucknow, the capital of Oudh, to meet
the principal landowners styled " Talukdars," in ceremonial dur-
bar, or levee. He there addressed to them an impressive speech
setting forth both their position and its duties, which speech is
regarded by them as one of the great charters of their rights.

He then set himself to reassure the Native chiefs throughout
India, lest they should imagine that after the great rebellion
the heart of the British Government would be turned against
them all. He knew that one of the sentiments abiding in their
minds was the fear lest they should not be permitted to adopt
heirs on failure of issue. In an able and dignified Minute
he argued that a declaration of their right to make such
adoption would be the happiest of all boons which could be
conceded to them. Accordingly he obtained the sanction of
Her Majesty's Government to issue a formal patent (sanad) in
these terms to all Native princes and chiefs who were govern-
ing their own territories. This measure produced a good effect
on the Native aristocracy, and caused him to be gratefully
remembered by them.

In order to re-establish public confidence, he made tours of
state throughout northern India, holding receptions not only
for the Native princes, but also for the lesser chiefs and the
upper classes among the Natives. Never in the history of